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Elmdale School Council Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday January 18, 2023 

Hybrid Meet (In-person and Online) 
 

1. Welcome and Opening of Meeting 
 
The fourth Elmdale School Council for the 2022/2023 Academic Year was called to order 
by the Council Co-Chairs. The following individuals were present for the 
meeting: 
  
Andrea Anastassiades (Co-Chair) Mildred Leung (online) 
Kimberly Patriquin (Co-Chair)  Shilav Mayo 
Tammy Barratt (online) Susie Munroe (online) 
Jennifer Becker Sofia Ribchinsky 
Natasha Beg Danica Rogers 
Branko Boskovic Nadine Saikaley (Principal) 
Liette Connolly-Boutin (online) Kouka Sawadogo-Lewis 
Joanna Dyment Carrasco Joel Schmuland 
Sherine El-Medani Liz Shouldice 
Amanda Ethier Vanessa Sikora 
Caroline Hatton (online) Amber Steeves 
Erin Hetherington Traceylyn Watchorn 
Karin Kincaid (Vice-Principal) Kelley Voros 
Pete Laughton  

 
Council member moved that the minutes of the November16, 2022 Elmdale School Council be 
approved. Seconded; minutes approved with no changes. 
 
2. Principal’s Report: Nadine Saikaley 
 

a. Painting the interior of the school began over the winter school break and is 
expected to be completed over the March break. The old paint was hard to wash 
and keep clean, the new paint will be easier to maintain. 
 

b. Upcoming PA Day on January 20, 2023, when Educators will be attending a 
meeting focused on Anti-Semitism. 
 

c. Reminder that Kindergarten information night is coming up on February 9, 2023, 
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
 

d. Elmdale has been designated a zero-capacity school for transfers. As a result, 
applications for the 2023-24 school year that do not fall within the Elmdale 
catchment will be decline. 
 

e. Progress reports will be sent out February 15, 2023. 
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f. There are challenges to run inter-school athletics including staffing and 

transportation shortages. As such, no sports tournaments will be held on 
Mondays or Fridays.  Elmdale participated in cross country in the fall and 
Bordenball for the winter.  In the spring, Elmdale will participate in track and field 
and soccer. In addition, intramural basketball, speedminton and volleyball are 
also being run.   
 

g. Many students have begun participating in skating during physical education 
class at Iona Park and Fisher Park outdoor rinks. To support students who do not 
have access to skates and helmets a call was made to parents to donate used 
helmets and skates. To fill remaining gaps of equipment, a request has been 
made to School Council for $500 to purchase a few new skates and helmets. 
These will be kept at the school and maintained by the staff. 

 
Council member moved to approve the request to purchase new skates and 
helmets. Seconded; approved. 

 
h. A request was brought forward from the Kinder team requesting $200 for two 

shelving units and bins to help organize the kinder outdoor shed. 
 

Council member moved to approve the request from Kinder team to purchase 
shelving units and bins for the outdoor storage shed. Seconded; approved. 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report (December 2022): Vanessa Sikora 

- Total available funds is $60,000.  
- Teachers have sent updated wishlists.  

 
It was suggested that the Council constitution be revised to increase the discretionary budget 
(currently $200) that Council Co-chairs can use to approve purchases. 
 
4. Committee Updates: 
 
The Co-Chairs asked that effort be made over the coming weeks to finalize plans and book 
workshops and activities that will take place during this school year. It is strongly encouraged 
that all planned activities take place by or before the May long weekend in order to will allow for 
better budgeting for the Council and end of year planning for educators. 
 
a) Arts: Natasha Beg & Erin Hetherington 
Results from a survey conducted with teachers indicate the top three workshop choice to be: 
Métis Dance; Poetry and Spoken word with Jamal; and Afro-Caribbean Workshop. All three 
options align with Reconciliation and Black Lives Matter.  
 
Given the arts committee budget allocation of $5,900, the committee requested approval to 
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proceed with two of the three.  
 
Council member moved to approve the Métis and Afro-Caribbean workshops. Seconded; 
approved. 
 
b) Education: Jenny Becker 
It was noted that typically $500 is provided to schools to host a workshop on topics such as 
technology, yoga, positive parenting, mental health, etc. 
 
There was discussion around the committee playing a coordinating role with the other 
committees to build a calendar of events. 
 
A suggestion was made to consider hosting a parent workshop about sexual health, aligned 
with school curriculum, about how to talk to your kids, how to start that conversation with your 
kids, online stranger danger, etc. 
 
c) Safe Travel: Liz Shouldice 
Traffic and snow clearing around the school continues to be a challenge. There are many issues 
at play with traffic congestion during peak drop off and pick up times, for both the regular school 
day and for the extended day program (Mothercraft).  
 
Effort continues with reminders to the Elmdale parent community to not use or block 
neighbouring driveways, to obey traffic rules and to be generally courteous. Suggestions 
regarding parking and walking a block to school have been reiterated. To ease the flow of traffic 
around the school, and consistent with school bus parking, parents and caregivers have been 
encouraged to drive west on Iona and east on Java. 
 
In addition, the School Board Trustee and City Councillor have all been engaged in an effort to 
find collective solutions around priority removal of snowbanks, sidewalk snow clearing, safe 
parking strategies for drop off and pick up, etc. 
 
It was suggested that access for pick up for the extended day program (Mothercraft) be made 
available on both the Iona and Java sides of the school e.g. installing a key pad for the Java 
side door, using the Java parking lot to ease congestion on Iona between 4:30pm and 6pm.  
 
The February winter walk to school day may need to be cancelled as in February as it is not 
currently safe around the school.  
 
School bus reliability also remains an issue. Many families have stopped using the bus because 
of general unreliability and no service on Tuesdays.  
 
d) Fundraising: Shilhav Mayo 

- Bookfest will take place from February 23-25, 2023.  
- Volunteers are needed to sort books, for the bake sale, etc.  
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- The bake sale is typically very popular and has raised up to $4000 in previous years. 
- In previous years approximately 30,000 books were donated and 16,000 were sold. 
- A donation bin will be set up outside the front entrance to the school starting next week 

through to February 16 to collect donations from the community. 
- A request for funds may be forthcoming to purchase missing signs ($300-400), carpet 

rolls to protect the gym floor ($2,000), etc. 
 
e) Elmdale Cares: Kelley Voros 
This is an initiative led and driven by the grade 6 students. Participation is mandatory but 
students determine their level of involvement and commitment. This year Elmdale Cares will be 
pairing with a sister school that has a diverse population with many newcomers to Canada (e.g. 
15 different languages), families living in shelters, a high indigenous population, and the only all 
Inuit kindergarten class in the OCDSB. Students have started to map out a multi-phase 
approach for the year, including: 

- Phase 1: washing and sorting all of the unclaimed lost and found items.  Students will 
pair mittens etc. and organize bins to be sent to the sister school for their community 
closet. 

- Phase 2: the grade 6 teachers (Colleen Salinas and Joanna Catenea) are going to lead 
a discussion with the classes in awareness and have the students brainstorm ideas on 
what they can donate to the sister school e.g. Other idea for donations is to add a button 
on Hot Lunches to donate - to help support breakfast club or help to subsidize a hot 
lunch program at the sister school. Discussion on Scare hunger - community food 
cupboard. Idea to donate remaining funds at the end of the year from the Hot Lunches 
program.  

- Phase 3: students will choose one or two initiatives identified during brainstorming to 
action e.g. A Giving Bag - ask for donations from the community (ie: toothbrushes, gift 
card, granola bars, etc.). Students will design an Elmdale Cares logo for the bags and 
sell them at Bookfest for $2-5.  The purchasers of the giving bags can donate the 
bags/give to those in need.  The proceeds would go towards supplies for the sister 
school. 

- In addition, the hope is that the students will map out medium and long term plans so 
that future Elmdale Cares can continue the relationship with the sister school. 
 

f) OCASC - absent 
 
g) Teacher Representative: Pete Laughton  
Educators are appreciative of Councils support and the funds that have been allocated to 
purchase supplies and participate in events e.g. nets, cross country skiing field trip, virtual visit 
with the Humane Society, library reading program, etc. 
 
h) Healthy Earth: Branko Boskovic 
A survey was conducted with teachers to identify the most popular initiatives. Results however, 
survey results were anonymous. The committee requested assistance to determine which 
grades/classes are interested in which initiatives. The principal will follow up with teachers and 
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let the committee know the feedback. 
 
i) External Communications: absent 
 
j) Equity Diversity & Inclusion: Danica Rogers 

- In celebration of Black Excellence, a request was made to book “Just Gumboots” to 
introduce grade 3-6 students to rhythmic body dancing. 

- It was suggested that the EDI, Arts and Education committees consider collaborating on 
common themes in order to share funding and leverage opportunities to host events and 
workshops for the students e.g. Maritime Centre for African Dance. 

 
Council member moved to approve the request to book Gumboots workshop for 125 students. 
Seconded; approved. 
 
Co-Chairs adjourned the meeting at 8:00pm 


